Stonington High School

SBIT Minutes

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Members Present:  C. Moore, M. Guidera, M. Gillick, L. Gillick, M. Devine, K. Donovan, A. Walsh, R. Cary, P. Jeffrey.

Visitors:  John Denard.

Meeting called to order at 5: 04 p.m.

Hand-out from John Denard, survey to be completed by parents.

I.  Reports:

A. Minutes:  (02/26/08)— One correction, under III. SBIT Comments, the last sentence should read that M. Gillick has met with several college admissions officers and they shared that SHS did not have a good reputation a decade ago as it does today.

B.  Student Report:  M. Guidera reported a lot of activities going on such as: Mr. SHS, Data Match, ECC Special Olympics slated for May 4, choral and band concerts, Math team success, Mock Trial team. A complete list is attached.

C.  BOE Report/Policies Under Review:  R. Carey stated the referendum is slated for Tuesday, April 29 for the budget vote.  The BOE has decided not to make any cuts until after the vote so they can see if they need to make further reductions.  

D.  Joe Wojtas of The Day:  P. Jeffrey states Joe has interviewed administration, guidance counselors etc… for his article.  He was intrigued to know that the drug and alcohol policy has been revisited and input has come from SHS.

E.  Governor’s Task Force (April 21st event):  Prom Promise occurred yesterday during an assembly.  Expectations and rules were reviewed.  Contracts were sent home with juniors and seniors and their guests for parent signatures.  Chief Stewart and Ann Baldelli (from The Day) were on hand.  Ann went over the new laws for teen drivers which will go into effect on August 1.  Governor Rell signed these new laws on the same day as Prom Promise so the State representative from the Task Force was unable to attend.  Connecticut will now have the most stringent laws for teen drivers in the U.S.  Students were then asked to complete a 4 question survey in computer labs.  This survey will be on the SHS website for one week for parents and other students to participate.  The results will be culled and shared with The Day and The Governor’s Task Force.  K. Donovan and M. Gillick will also share the results with the SBIT.

F.  Fox 61/WB20 Recognition:  Two student, Ryan Panciera and Drake Carnot were awarded the top honors for their news clip about the skate park!.  Many students’ clips were nominated.  Congratulations.

G.  VOTE.  Tuesday, April 29, 2008!

II. Visitors’ Comments:  John Dinard  spoke about a survey for parents from the Good Teaching Task Force.  It is made up of teachers from all six Stonington schools.  The survey is about the family-school partnerships.  It will give the Task Force some ideas to work on in small groups.  They will be color-coded by school.  J. Dinard asked what the best way to get these to the parents.  M. Gillick and K. Donovan will work with J. Dinard  putting the survey on-line at the SPS website and having links from each school website.  Another idea was through each schools newsletters every Friday.  Some will have to be mailed.  The Westerly Sun will be approached about promoting the survey.  John hopes to get the survey out next month.  Another idea was through activities happening in every school over the next month.  John can check the school calendars.  

III.  SBIT Comments:  None.

IV.  Action:  None

V.  Agenda:

VI.  Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Cynthia Moore

