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    As the end of the year comes 
closer and closer, every senior 
is thinking the same thing: 
“Dear God, when am I going 
to be done with these point-
less high school exams?” The 
answer is “not soon enough.” 
With college being so close 
to so many seniors, the dry, 
monotonous routine of high 
school becomes as unbearable 
as getting shot in the knee cap 
and then having salt poured 
on it (ok that was a little exag-
gerated….it’s much worse). 
    The majority of our class 

has already been accepted into 
college, which really demo-
tivates you from wanting to 
give your all right now to im-
press a college that’s already 
accepted you. Granted, if your 
grades and performance do 
slip, your acceptance into said 
college can be taken away. 
    Other students don’t even 
want to go to college. If you 
have a plan set up after high 
school that doesn’t entail go-
ing to school, then why would 
you care how you perform 
here right now? If your grades 

stay up, you get senior re-
lease, but is that really such 
an amazing privilege? We get 
to leave an hour early or sleep 
in an hour longer. I haven’t 
used my senior release once.  
Even when I was eligible for 
it I stayed in school. Heck, if 
you join the Army you can 
leave school a week early to 
go to basic training then col-
lege. It’s like a get-out-of-jail 
for a 4 year commitment, with 
paid room and board, card. 
But I see where the military 
isn’t for everyone. 

    “Senioritis” is an event that 
takes place when the seniors 
have finally reached their fi-
nal leg of high school. The 
final homestretch is in sight, 
and graduation is nearing. But 
recently, senioritis has kicked 
in a few months earlier than 
usual. Is it because we are se-
cured and reassured that col-
leges have already accepted 
us? Or just because it’s senior 
year, no big deal? It’s the last 
year. What’s the reason to ac-
tually make a real effort? 
    Senior Kehlsi Haynes be-
lieves that the reason we have 
senioritis is “because we’ve 
been accepted to college, so 
there’s really no point any-
more.” Which brings up two 
points, one is that colleges can 
revoke their acceptance let-
ter based on your senior year 
grades and how are teachers 
supposed to deal with stu-
dents who just don’t care? 
Seniors start moaning about 
their grades, but, come on, 
how hard are you really try-
ing? Teachers have needed to 
give out extra-credit assign-
ments, which may be unusual 
for them, so failing seniors 
can actually pass. 

   I don’t know if it’s the lack 
of motivation we have or the 
fact that college is so close 
and we are finally leaving 
high school, but senioritis has 
become an epidemic so early 
this year. When asked why 
they had senioritis, senior Jess 
Costa simply said, “because I 
quit caring” while senior Bri-
ana Minicucci said she had no 
motivation to take tests or do 
homework anymore. 
    It’s become quite clear that 
some, if not most, of the se-
niors just simply and honestly 
do not care anymore. We’ve 
got the acceptance letters from 
colleges, we have everything 
all planned out, so there’s re-
ally no point in making an ef-
fort in high school anymore. It 
may be just our generation and 
how it’s been said that we are 
conceited and only care about 
the little things in life. Maybe 
that is it, or maybe it’s a mix 
of a few things. All I know is 
that the Class of 2011 is an-
noying the staff with our lack 
of caring at Stonington High 
School. I’ve got to personally 
say that there’s no going back 
from here.    As we move into the second 

semester, it is apparent many 
seniors have been struck with 
Senioritis, as Urban Diction-
ary defines it, “A crippling 
disease that strikes high school 
seniors. Symptoms include: 
laziness, an over-excessive 
wearing of track pants, old 
athletic shirts, and sweat-
shirts. Also features a lack of 
studying, repeated absences, 
and a generally dismissive at-
titude. The only known cure 
is a phenomenon known as 
graduation.” 
    Many seniors feel that af-
ter sending out college ap-
plications, they can sit back 
and wait for acceptance let-
ters, while studying and do-
ing homework seems to fall 
behind. The work becomes 
sloppy and most seniors stop 
caring, which can lead down a 
dangerous path. Senior Sarah 
Morin states, “Since I sent 
in my college applications, 
I don’t feel motivated to do 
homework or study. I’m not 
really worried about keeping 
my grades up.” 
    According to Collegeboard.
com, your entire senior year is 
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still crucial to colleges. When 
applying for college, most re-
quire you to list your senior 
year courses and the amount 
of credit. Including this infor-
mation allows colleges to see 
if you’ve decided to slack off 
your senior year. Most college 
acceptance letters include a 
warning for the right to retract 
your admission if your senior 
year grades decline. 
    At the end of the year col-
leges also ask to send your fi-
nal transcripts, allowing them 
to see if you slept through 
senior year. Colleges do not 
receive final transcripts until 
July or June, when students 
have given up their spots at 
other schools. According to a 
2007 New York Times article, 
“The University of Michigan 
sent out three different letters 
to its incoming freshmen with 
poor final grades: 62 issuing 
gentle warnings, 180 request-
ing an explanation, and 9 re-
voking admission.”
    USAToday.com states, 
“Because in the 2009 college 
admission season — with the 
largest high school graduating 
classes in history, record num-

bers of applications and dwin-
dling economic resources — 
colleges simply don't know 
how many students are going 
to be able to accept their of-
fers.” Because of this, colleg-
es are accepting more students 
than in the past, causing some 
colleges to have to retract ad-
mission to certain students 
who have slacked off the end 
of senior year. “Final grades 
were cited by 69% of colleges 
that revoked admission offers 
in 2007… Other colleges are 
admitting fewer students and 
counting on pulling heavily 
from their wait-list. In decid-
ing who should come off that 
list, a primary consideration 
will be a strong senior year. 
Those who slack off will find 
themselves last in line.”    
    Just remember seniors, 
there’s less than half a semes-
ter left. Keeping your grades 
up will not only allow you to 
be eligible for senior release, 
but also give you a chance to 
be exempt from your final ex-
ams. Be sure to end the year 
strong to ensure your accep-
tance to college.

The Real Side of Senioritis

Above: Seniors taking a "break" during class.
Bottom: Senior Cody Candelet doodling while taking notes. 

Senior Ashley Wheeler 
looking exasperated by the 
load of work sitting in front 

of her.
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